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Continuous Efforts to Secure Children With Access to Education
Student sponsorship from Sowers Action has been carrying out for some
time. Together with rebuilding schools and teacher training, the tripodia
enhance the education development of the impoverished area in China
comprehensively in a systematic way. The assistance is mainly assisting
the living expenses, books and stationary expenses of primary and junior
secondary studying, providing scholarship for high school students and
studying expenses for university students. The sponsorship of primary and
junior secondary students is mainly helping those impoverished families who
cannot finish nine-year compulsory education so that every school-aged
youth can realise the rights and duties of nine-year compulsory education.
The assistance of high school students and university students is set for
the students whose family are impoverished and he / she is diligence and

enterprising.

1. Mode of assistance and content

Primary and junior secondary students receive a three-year financial
assistance with the subsidy amount RMBE 150 and 350 each person per
year respectively.

Subsidy for high school students are in terms of scholarship. For the
impoverished students who excel in moral as academic performances
receive RMB 700 each person per year.

In March 2010, subsidy for university students starts. For those
impoverished university students-to-be who have been admitted by
national first or second key university, they will receive a four-year subsidy

amounted RMB 10,000 each persen. This programme is under trial.
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2. Development and improvement in Student Assistance 2009/2010

As the education career in China develops and the Chinese Government
actively putting education development into operation, especially the
policy of “two exemptions and one allowance" applies in the compulsory
education helps most of the primary and secondary students solving
the difficulties in going to school. Under the trend of the expansion in
high school, the number of high school students and university students
increase relatively. But many impoverished students stopped his / her
studying because they cannot afford the expensive studying and living
expenses.
Under the new trend, student assistance projects of Sowers Action are
changed.
(1) Cancel the assistance for primary and junior secondary students
progressively according to school year
From the process of visit and investigate last year, many counties
reflected the problems and their worry about the three-year assistance
programme:
a. It will make the students and their parents become dependent on the
assistance,
b. It is not flexible in processing when there are new impoverished
students, it becomes unable to allocate resources.
c. It is difficult to follow up the students;
d. To a certain extent, the fairness of the assistance loss etc.
At the same time, from the mass universal policy of "two exemptions
and one allowance” and the feedback from the counties, it is decided
from 2010 autumn semester the guota allocation of junior secondary
1, primary 1 and primary 3 assistance receiver will not increase. The

assistance pattern will stop after three years.
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In 3 years, Sowers Action had orgainsed 9 Concentrated training courses, 3 &

Delivered training to school and 2 School-based practicing, studying and training
course. 2000 or more head teachers and teachers had received training. The
objectives of the training focused on the Country’s Education Paolicy, Education
Reform and Mission, School and Classroom Management, Children Psychology
and Production of Teaching Materials.

“Three-year training programme” is a trial programme. Sowers Action invited Mr. Liu
Neng, the Associate Professor of Department of Sociclogy, Peking University, and
Shanghai Academy of Social Science to conduct efficiency assessment. Under the
professional sociology aspect and analysis to assess the efficiency of the training
classes whether they can achieve the aim of “using a unit to guide an entire area"
and “radiation”. For example, whether the participant leamed anything from the
classes, whether there are any effects o other teachers, whether the school can
be a model school in the village or in the town after the head teachers or cadreman
teachers received training and the comment from the teachers to the training

classes eic,

Sowers Action had put nearly 4 million Renminbi to "Three-year training
programme” and its assessment. From these years, the national education policy is
being gradually improved and thus the need of reconstruction of decrepit schools is
getting less. In future, we will put more resource to teachers training and continue to

make effort to improve the educational environment of China.
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Making School More Child-friendly

In order to improve the education condition in Mainland China, Sowers Action
is carrying out three main duties which are reconstruction of decrepit schools,
assistance for needy students and teacher training. Moreover, we adhere to the
objectives of "On-site Assessment, Direct Subsidy and Long-term follow up” so
that the education condition of impoverished mountainous areas in China can

be enhanced,

Among the three objectives, teacher training is the most challenging task. The

reasons are;

1. How to select suitable training team?

2. How to select suitable trainee?

3. How to choose efficient and appropriate training content and decide training
objectives?

4. How to use the donation efficiently to conduct training?

5. How to evaluate the efficiency of the training?

The technical problems we face are various and many. Therefore, from 2008

to 2010, Sowers Action cooperated with China Youth Development Foundation

(known as CYDF), which is experienced for many years in training, provided

teacher training in impoverished mountainous areas in China and known as

“Three-year training programme", As this programme has drawn to an end, we

introduce the programme.

The cooperation pericd lasted three years and five project implementation
areas were chosen, We provided trainings to the head teachers and

teachers in the five selected areas in order to have the effect of "using a
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unit to guide an entire area” and "radiation”. After the project started, CYDF
wrote to ten places which are long term assisted by Sowers Action. The
ten places included: four counties in each of Zhaotong City and Lincang
City of Yunnan Province and Dinxi City and Baiyin City of Gansu Province.
They were invited to apply the project. After received the application, CYDF
evaluated the bureaus according to the criteria of financial reserve, number
of School of Hope, attitude towards the programme, management situation
and the necessity of training. Finally five places were chosen as “Three-year
training programme” implementation areas. They were: Daguan County and
Zhenxiong County of Zhaotong City, Youngde County and Fengging County

of Lincang City of Yunnan Province and Baiyin City of Gansu Province.

CYDF provided three types of training:

1. Centralized training: By calling the head teachers or cadreman teachers to
conduct training in the training base, either Shanghai Project Hope Country
Teacher Training Centre or Xi'an University of Architecture and Technology.
The training lasts 10 days and trains 100 people each class.

2. Deliverad training to school: By calling volunteer lecture group to the project
implementation areas to conducting training to the head teachers or teachers,
The training lasts 5 days and trains hundreds to thousand teachers each
time.

3. School-based practicing, studying and training course: By calling the head
teachers who have received Concentrated training to have an in-depth

training. The training lasts 30 days and trains 25 people each class.
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(2) Assistance focus on high school students

As the entry rate of high school increases, the number of high school
students increases gradually and the ratio of impoverished students also
increases. It is reported that the yearly expense of a high school student
is about RME 5000 which brings the family and the student critical
economic pressure. Since the country does not have assistance policy
to aim at this impoverished group temporary, the dropout rate of high

school students remains high.

(3) Provide assistance to university students

It is not easy to bring up a university student in an ordinary rural
household. Education expense is the main reason for the rural
households being impoverished again for the moment. Expensive
learning, living and travelling expenses for studying in university
always destroys the "university dream" of the family and even of
several generations. In order to help the impoverished students who
are excellent academically won't have to dropout because of poverty,

Sowers Action's Assistance Programme to University Students begins.

3. Future development

{1) Combine the assistance for school construction and students organically

and assist entirely and comprehensively.

In future, we will consider combining the assistance for school
construction and students organically. For the primary and junior
secondary schools received the assistance in construction, we will
provide economic assistance aiming at individual student. Also through
different activities or projects to assist cultivating or enhance the
student's inner quality, ability and character etc and student's life and

inward world can be enriched.

(2) Education software construction is under consideration in subsidizing

high school students.
High school students living in mountain area are restricted from their

living and studying environment Besides, the specialty in this stage like
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stress in studying, less extra-curricular and the period of adolescence

are not beneficial to their growth together with their mental, cognition and
individual ability are not being paid attention and cultivated. Expension
programmes focusing adolescence's body and mind, character and
potential abilities can be organised to aim at inner development of the

students,

(3) Persistently strengthen the university students’ ability construction as the

aim of assistance

As university students, they have independence ability, Assistance should
not make them have an inert mind or negative attitude to integrate in
the society or being pressured in receiving aid. Therefore the idea of
trying hard to get scholarship from oneself should be stressed. After
the assistance relationship developed, persistently aiming at enhancing
ability, adapting to the society and building morality. Weaken the image

of monetary assistance by helping oneself and each other,

Sowers Action will continue making effort in education assistance and
exploring more reasonable mode of assistance to enhance the growth and

development of the poverty students living mountain area.
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